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Protestant dergy held a tenuous position in the last days of the German
Empire. They still had the official position as the arbiters of religious
truths to the laity at the end of the nineteenth century, but their actual
situation looked much bleaker. They were pushed to the margins by
academics and shunned by the working class. Even middle-class
Protestants often remained merely nominal listeners. The clergy's strength
came from their ties to imperial authority, but even here, their fortunes
waned. Bismarck's Kulturkampf: meant to weaken the strength of
Germany's Catholic minority, took a heavier toll on the less unified
Protestants. In its attempts to decrease the power of Catholic dergy, it
also stripped Protestant dergy of their Iegal rights (e. g., the right to have
schools and the right to perform legally binding marriages). The Catholics
responded to the persecution with greater unity and strong political
opposition. The Protestant leadership advanced the ideas of the
Kulturkampf until they proved to be as much an embarrassment for them
as they viere for the chancellor. - from Shepherds of the Empire

Despite the growing literature on European religion, theology's role in the shaping of
Germany's religious experience has been largely neglected. Theology has typically been
written as an independent source for inquiry, in which case theological developments are
outlined at great lengths, but their influence on or intentions toward laity are not
addressed. In other examples of literature on German religion or German intellectual
thought, specific doctrines and theological ideas tend to be seen as tangential to the
supposedly real issues at hand, whether philosophical tradition, anti-Semitism, or
political persuasion. Few works have addressed the theological root of Germany's clerical
crisis of faith. The central doctriiies of Protestantism, the motivation for action and belief
in all other aspects of life, have remained unclear and ignored. Shepherds of the Empire
begins to overcome this failing by taking seriously the content as well as the context of
theological thought.
Author Mark R. Correll serves as chair of the history, political economy, geography, and
social studies department and teaches European history at Spring Arbor University in
Spring Arbor, Michigan.
Much of the newest, most exciting research on religion in late Imperial Germany is
challenging the idea that secularism replaced religion in modern Germany. The new
historical work is discovering that religious expression outside the normal forms of
Christianity blossomed in this period. Volunteer organizations and the inner-city mission
grew in this period to supply religious outlets for urban Christians. Other Christians
found the conservative Gemeinschaftsbewegung, a free-church-like movement within the
state church, as a way to express their faith in otherwise critical parishes. Further,
Protestant piety was moving away from the church and into the home. A Christian family
life became the central characteristic of the good Protestant. Germans were still religious
at the beginning of the twentieth century; they simply found other means of expressing
their faith than under the auspices of traditional German state-church worship. A question
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must be further pursued, however: Why did the state church prove incapable of providing
avenues for faith in modem Germany? This study indicates a few possible reasons.
Shepherds of the Empire offers a look at the theologians' and the clergy's role in forging
the compromises that hurt the continuing influence of the church in the long run. It also
appraises whether some alternatives were proposed that could have staved off the mass
exodus from the state church. The picture shows that some had proposed a real
alternative solution that built on a subjective, almost mystical understanding of the
relationship of the believer to God through the auspices and direction offered by the word
of God. The centrality of the word of God in this new theology offered a modern
foundation for ethics that recognized authority but removed it from the realm of objective
discourse that tied it absolutely to pre-Enlightenment institutions of royal authority and
the absolute doctrines of the Reformers.

Shepherds of the Empire sketches this modern theological system by following the
architect of the believing community, Adolf Stoecker; the two creators of the systematic
theology, Adolf Schlatter and Martin Kahler; and an exceptional preacher, Christoph
Blumhardt, who shows the possibilities within the new system. It then inspects the
broader thought of the clergy through their sermons. This study presents a picture of the
dissemination of theological ideas from their inception in the universities and the church
hierarchy through the pastors and finally to the parishioners.
This project is explicitly and unabasliedly a atop-down' history. The church as an
institution with rules, boundaries of membership, and a hierarchy strove to retain
relevance in the German nation. Church leaders perceived their own obligation to set the
moral direction for the nation. The parishioners had ultimate veto power, in that they
could choose to accept the teachings of the church or to reject them by either joining with
other sectarian groups or by leaving organized Christianity altogether. They ended up
doing both. However, this does not negate the fact that a small number of church leaders
exercised a disproportionate amount of influence in shaping the expressions of piety,
determining the proper interpretation of the Scriptures, and formulating the understanding
of right ethics.
Shepherds of the Empire is divided into two sections. Chapters 2 through s look at the
political origins of tl?ie believing community, particularly through the work of Adolf
Stoecker, and moves onto the developing theological consensus of its leading thinkers:
Martin Miller, Adolf Schlatter, and Christoph Blumhardt, who abandon Stoecker's
nationalistic model of Christiaiiity. None of these three meant his work to remain
esoteric. Somehow, the 1?iopes of the leaders of the community were not realized. The
second section of Shepherds of the Empire, in chapters 6 through 8, is an inquiry into
why Miller's, Schlatter's, and Blumhardt's theoretical and practical theologies were never
widely put into practice by a largely sympathetic clergy. The church was unable to deal
with the radical political changes brought about by the revolution of 1918. By 1919, the
new generation of theologians opted to disassociate themselves from nineteenth-century
theology and the problems that came with it, both theological and practical.
The question remains: Can pastors, with their vested political interests and their often
obtuse rhetoric, function as a mirror for their time? Or more properly, do the sermons
they delivered give the twenty-first century a glimpse into the life in the nineteenth? The
sermons certainly cannot be used to claim specific insight into the thoughts and beliefs of
churchgoers in Germany. They do, hovvever, provide useful perspectives on German
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social hierarchical structures. The sermons paint air eloquent picture of the middle-class
civil service dependent upon the patronage of the king and the aristocracy. The pastors
understood that they were an important voice of the establishment to their communities.
Their sermons, therefore, were carefully crafted presentations. While this meant that
some pastors remained guarded in expressing any opinions that threatened to rile up the
populace, it gives a better picture of the church as a collective.

Books about German theology from 1888 to 1919 are usually about the
legacy of the Ritschlian School. In this splendidly conceived, researched,
and written book, Mark R. Correll helpfully reminds us that there was a
formidable and interesting, though sometimes grievously flawed,
conservative Protestant establishment during the heyday of Ritschl,
Harnack, and Troeltsch. - Gary Dorrien, Union Theological Seminary
The protagonists of Mark R. Correll's insightful book deserve to be better
known in the English-speaking world. Adolf Stoecker, Martin Kahler,
Adolf Schlatter, and Christopn Blumhardt made up a loose, but
significant, coalition of'Bible theologians' who walked a tightrope
between secularizing forces in the German academy and the pastoral
demands of their Lutheran parishes. Correll is convincing both for why
these pastors, theologians, and public intellectuals deserve to be valued
more highly and for why the First World War did so much damage to their
efforts. In a word, it is a fine book on an important subject. - Mark A.
Noll, University of Notre Dame
The leaders of conservative Protestantism in Germany under the Kaiser
tried to carve out a theology of the word of God suitable for believing
Christians, but failed to transmit it to ordinary dergy. Mark R. Correll
provides for the first time a clear and full account of this phase of
conservative Christian history in the heartland of theological liberalism. -
David W. Bebbington University of Stirling
Mark Correll's Shepherds of the Empire is a well-researched and
engaging historical inquiry, bringing to light facets of the German
imperial past that have not received sufficient attention. Both historians
and theologians, and anyone interested in the complex, fascinating
relationship between religion and politics, will benefit from this important
study. - Thomas Albert (Tal), Howard Gordon College

There are a growing number of works that look at the lay responses to religious faith in
Wilhelmine Germaiiy, and Shepherds of the Empire adds to their findings by studying
the largest faith institution in Germany. This is a well conceived, well researched, and
engagingly written study taking seriously the theological ideas and the difficult role
theologians of late imperial Germany had to play.
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